The main outline of this operation is described in textbooks on thoracic surgery. The purpose of this article is to add certain practical hints which may be of help to those who are proposing or beginning to do this operation.
As a treatment for pulmonary tuberculosis, artificial pneumothorax is becoming more and more popular in India. The need for frequent z-ray examinations for the control and maintenance of artificial pneumothorax is also becoming widely recognized. The main outline of this operation is described in textbooks on thoracic surgery. The purpose of this article is to add certain practical hints which may be of help to those who are proposing or beginning to do this operation.
Need for x-rays If x-ray examinations are necessary for the control of artificial pneumothorax, they are absolutely essential before and after thoracoscopy. X-ray really gives us the shadow-view thoracoscope on which to base preliminary knowledge of the rough dispositions inside the chest. This knowledge is necessary before undertaking a thoracoscopy operation.
In such a preliminary x-ray examination, one has to observe the number, position, direction, size, shape, contents, and nature of adhesions, the ^amount of space available in the pleura, the presence or absence of pleural effusion, the best site for making the first puncture in the chest wall.
In order to get all this information, it will be found necessary to take a series of . 
